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Responding to Doubts and Questions on Wilayat al-Faqih and
Islamic Governance

Researchers of the Center for Responding to Doubts™

Abstract

This article adopts a question-and-answer format to address the doubts
raised concerning the system of wilayat al-faqih (guardianship of the
jurist) and the effectiveness of Islamic governance in the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The doubts addressed include topics such as “the
hereditary transfer of power,” “the performance of the leadership,” “the
distinction between wilayat al-fagih and the monarchy,” “the costs
associated with the nuclear program,” “the role of China and Russia,”
“the causes of economic problems,” “divine assistance and the absence of
swift victory,” and “the crisis of legitimacy.” Adopting an analytical-
jurisprudential approach, the author explains the rational and textual
foundations of the legitimacy of wilayat al-faqih, critiques one-sided and
unscientific approaches, and, drawing on principles such as the pursuit of
independence, dignity, and resistance to domination, argues that the
existing problems stem primarily from unjust sanctions, the enemy’s
economic warfare, and certain instances of mismanagement, ra-ther than
from the intrinsic nature of the Islamic political system. The article
emphasizes the importance of an impartial reassessment of the
leadership’s performance, a clear distinction between resemblance and
correspondence in political analysis, and adherence to patience and
righteous action as prerequisites for the realization of divine assistance. It
ultimately presents the system of wilayat al-fagih as an effective model
for securing the well-being of the Islamic community in this world and
the hereafter.

Keywords: wilayat al-faqih, Islamic governance, political doubts,
legitimacy of the system, pursuit of independence, resistance, divine
assistance.

* A group of researchers from the Center for Studies and Responding to Doubts (Islamic
Seminaries).
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A Historical Analysis of the Causes of American Hostility toward
Iran

Zekrullah Mohammadi®

Abstract

Relations between Iran and the United States constitute one of the most
significant subjects in modern Iranian history, and diverse interpretations
have been offered regarding the origins and causes of the tensions
between the two countries. This study investigates the historical roots of
American hostility toward Iran through a descriptive-analytical approach
based on reliable historical sources and documentary evidence. The
findings indicate that the United States’ approach toward Iran, from the
beginning of its presence during the Qajar period, was characterized by
efforts to expand its political, cultural, and economic influence. During
the Pahlavi era, this approach developed into more direct involvement in
Iran’s internal affairs, including the occupation of Iran during the Second
World War, the expansion of American advisory influence, support for
hegemonic policies, and participation in the 1953 coup d’état. An
examination of the historical course of these relations indicates that U.S.
policy toward Iran, more than being influenced by developments
following the Islamic Revolution, is rooted in U.S. strategic objectives
and geopolitical interests. Accordingly, hostility between the two
countries should be analyzed within the framework of the United States’
expansionist and hegemonic policies toward Iran, rather than merely in
light of contemporary political developments.

* Graduate of the Qom Seminary.



Keywords: America, Iran, coup d’état, World War II, Mosaddegh,
occupation.

The Right of Legitimate Defense and the Closure of the Strait of
Hormuz in Light of International Law

Mohammadreza Ghasemi”

Abstract

Under international law, Iran possesses sovereign rights with respect to
the Strait of Hormuz by virtue of the Strait’s proximity to its territorial
coastline. Accordingly, with respect to the passage of international
vessels, Iran may adopt measures 1t deems necessary to ensure safety and
security, subject to the applicable legal framework governing both
peacetime and armed conflict. Given the repeated violations of
international law and the United Nations Charter by the United States and
Israel—including sanctions, threats, targeted killings, and, more recently,
the imposition of full-scale war against Iran—the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz is legally justified. The study addresses two principal questions:
first, whether the closure of the Strait by Iran possesses legitimacy under
Islamic jurisprudence and international law; and second, what legal limits
govern such measures in times of peace and armed conflict. Relying on
Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, together with Islamic legal
principles such as the rule of nafy al-sabil (negation of domination), the
principle of 1a darar (no harm), the juristic principle that the property of
certain non-Muslims does not enjoy legal inviolability, and related
juristic doctrines, the article argues that Iran possesses the right of self-
defense and resort to force in response to armed aggression. The article
argues that the closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the imposition of
transit charges by Iran, as measures intended to prevent further hostile
threats and to compensate for the financial losses and casualties resulting
from acts of aggression, are regarded as lawful exercises of the right of
self-defense. It further maintains that, under the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the decision to keep the Strait open or closed,
like other matters of national importance, ultimately fa{)ls within the
authority of al-Wali al-Faqih (the Guardian Jurist). Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology and library-based research, the article
examines the legal boundaries governing the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz as an exercise of the right of self-defense.

*  Level Three (Master's Degree) in Jurisprudence and Principles, Qom  Seminary;
rezaghasemi944331380@gmail.com.
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Keywords: Legitimate defense, jurisprudence, law, legitimacy, Strait of
Hormuz.



Redefining the Concept of Martyrdom: From the Battlefield to
Economic and Infrastructural Wars

Farajullah Abbasi”

Abstract

The transformation of contemporary warfare from conventional to
asymmetric forms, together with the expansion of the battlefield into
infrastructural, urban, and cyber domains, has highlighted the need to
reexamine the juristic concept of martyrdom. This research, aiming to
clarify the Islamic legal criteria for martyrdom under the conditions of
modern warfare, was conducted through an analytical-juristic approach
grounded in Qur'anic verses, hadith, and the opinions of Imami jurists.
The findings indicate that the concept of the battlefield (al-ma‘rakah) is
contingent upon the nature and means of warfare in each era and is
therefore not confined to direct armed confrontation. Accordingly, based
on the general applicability of the Qur’anic verses concerning striving in
the path of God, the broad scope of traditions regarding the defense of
one’s life, property, and honor, and the juristic principle that “whatever is
indispensable for the fulfillment of an obligation itself becomes
obligatory,” the defense of vital infrastructure and the continuation of
service in essential institutions during wartime may, when accompanied
by sincere divine intention, constitute instances of jihad and martyrdom.
Likewise, remaining at home out of necessity with the intention of
protecting one’s family and resisting the enemy may, if it results in death,
also fall within the legal category of martyrdom. The study concludes that
in the context of asymmetric warfare, the criterion for martyrdom shifts
from the physical location of combat to the nature of the act of defense
and its divine purpose. Consequently, any sphere upon which the survival
of the Muslim community depends may be regarded as a legitimate
battlefield.

Keywords: Martyrdom, asymmetric warfare, battlefield, unarmed
defense.

* Master's degree in Qur'anic Exegesis and Sciences, f.abbasi1350@gmail.com.

Pasokh Specialized Academic Quarterly

(0N
YeoF



Vol. 11, No. 42, Summer 2026

(OON
Yev

The Architecture of Sedition: The War-Mongering Strategy of the
Jews and the Zionist Regime

Hamidullah Rafiei Zaboli*

Abstract

This article, using a descriptive-analytical method based on library
studies, examines the historical, conceptual, and doctrinal roots of
Zionism and its relationship to Judaism. It first analyzes the concepts of
Jews, the Children of Israel (Bani Isra’1l), and Zion from historical and
religious-textual perspectives. It then analyzes the historical background
of certain organizations associated with Zionism and examines their
connections with political and religious developments in the West. The
study further distinguishes between Judaism as a religion and Zionism as
a political movement, while also discussing the views of certain
Orthodox Jewish groups regarding the legitimacy of the State of Israel. In
addition, it investigates the roles of movements such as Freemasonry and
Christian Zionism in the spread of Zionist thought, as well as the
influence of eschatological beliefs on support for Israel. In its concluding
section, the article critically examines Zionist approaches in light of
Qur’anic verses concerning the Children of Israel and selected religious
prophecies, and presents the author’s perspective on the role of Islamic
resistance in confronting this movement. The findings emphasize the
distinction between the religious identity of Judaism and the political
ideology of Zionism, highlighting the importance of understanding the
historical and doctrinal foundations of the latter.

Keywords: Zionism, Jews, Children of Israel, Knights Templar,
Freemasonry, Christian Zionists, the decline of Israel.

*. Level Four of Qom Seminary in Islamic [Jeology, zabuli55@yahoo.com.



A Qur’anic Analysis of the Foundations of Public Participation in
Collective Gatherings During Wartime

Hasan Reza Rezaei~

Abstract

Public participation in critical national moments and collective social
gatherings, particularly during periods of external aggression, constitutes
one of the key pillars of the strength and continuity of religious societies.
As the comprehensive source of divine guidance, the Holy Qur’an
repeatedly emphasizes the necessity of solidarity, active public
participation, and the preparedness of the Muslim Ummah in the face of
external threats. Employing a descriptive and documentary analytical
approach, this study examines the Qur’anic foundations for public
participation in social mobilization and support for jihad. The findings
demonstrate that the Qur’an regards public participation not merely as a
divine obligation aimed at preserving the dignity and security of the
community of believers, but also presents the solidarity and synergy
generated through collective gatherings as a decisive factor in defeating
the strategies of the enemy and attaining divine support. The Qur’anic
emphasis on rising for the sake of God, obeying the leader of the Muslim
community, and portraying the united presence of believers as a source of
fear in the hearts of the enemy indicates that, in times of war, public
participation in social arenas and collective gatherings, together with the
promotion and clarification of the principles of jihad and defense,
constitutes a clear manifestation of ribat (steadfast vigilance) and
istigamah (perseverance), thereby laying the foundation for victory over
hostile forces.

Keywords: Qur’anic documentation on public participation, public
participation, social gatherings, intellectual jihad in wartime.

*, Assistant Professor, Al-Mustafa International University, hasanrezarezaii@mailfa.com.
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Assessing the Correlation between Mahdavi Narrations and Regional Wars

Abdolrahim Rezalpour':Ee

Abstract

This article, employing a descriptive-analytical approach based on
library research, examines the reﬁ)ationship between the traditions
concerning Imam al-Mahdi (aj) and contemporary regional conflicts. The
article first clarifies the key concepts of the End Times, malahim and
fitan—genres of hadith literature devoted to eschatological events—
drawing upon Qur’anic verses and hadiths transmitted in both Sunni and
Shi‘i traditions. The study classifies these conflicts into two phases: those
preceding the advent of Imam al-Mahdi (aj), encompassing the periods of
malahim and fitan with the definitive signs, such as the emergence of the
Sufyani, the uprising of the Yamani, the Battle of Qirqisiya, the martyrdom
of the Pure Soul (Nafs al-Zakiyyah), and the swallowing of the army at al-
Bayda’ (Khasf al-Bayda’); and those following the advent, including the
battles against the Dajjal and Gog and Magog. The findings indicate that
the definitive signs are supported by a high degree of textual reliability;
however, many of their details remain open to interpretation because of
their symbolic character and variations in transmission. In assessing the
relationship between these traditions and contemporary regional conflicts,
the article emphasizes the distinction between resemblance and definitive
correspondence, cautioning against premature attempts to identify present-
day events with eschatological prophecies. Accordingly, developments
such as the Syrian conflict, Operation Al-Agsa Storm, and tensions
between Iran and the United States are regarded as possible contextual
developments or minor signs rather than definitive fulfillments of
prophecies concerning figures such as the Sufyani. The study concludes
that the appropriate approach is one of active anticipation, grounded in
moral, defensive, and social preparedness, and that hasty identification of
contemporarf/ events with eschatological traditions may lead to social
passivity, political exploitation, and the weakening of religious faith.

Keywords: End Times, Mahdawiyyah, al-Sufyani, malahim, definitive
signs, Al-Agsa Storm.
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The Requirements of War in Islam: Historical Foundations for the
Confiscation of the Property of Treaty-Breakers

. . *
Amirali Hasanlou

Abstract
This research, using a descriptive-analytical method based on library
studies, examines the claim that the Noble Prophet (s) was inclined
toward warfare and clarifies the nature of his military engagements. The
main problem of the research is to clarify the nature of the wars of the
prophetic era and to respond to the claim that Islam is inherently
violence-based. The findings show that the mission of all divine prophets
has rested upon guidance, the call to monotheism, and the reform of
society, and that jihad in Islam is the last resort against the aggression of
enemies. Drawing on Qur’anic verses, narrations, sirah (established
practice) and historical evidence, the study explains the legitimacy of
defense, the ethical requirements of war, the prohibition against
transgression against non-combatants, the preservation of property and
the environment, and the status of retribution and confiscation of the
Broperty of aggressors are explained. Furthermore, an analysis of the
rophet’s ghazawat (campaigns personally led by the Prophet [s]) and
saraya (expeditions conducted under his command) demonstrates that
these military engagements were predominantly defensive, deterrent, or
responsive to enemy aggression, treaty violations, and threats to the
security of the Muslim community. They were never initiated for the
purpose of territorial expansion or the promotion of violence. An
examination of the views of a number of non-Muslim scholars likewise
affirms the Prophet Muhammad’s character as a man of peace, moral
integrity, and social reform. Accordingly, attributing militarism, violence,
or plunder to the Prophet (s) is inconsistent with reliable historical
sources. Rather, all of his actions—including the confiscation of the
property of treaty-breakers—were carried out in accordance with the
principles of Islamic law and in response to hostile acts committed by
adversaries from the earliest period of Islam to the present day.

Keywords: War and jihad, defensive jihad, confiscation of property,
treaty-breaking, legitimate defense.
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An Examination of the Relationship between National Interests and
Ideological Requirements in the Foreign Policy of the Islamic
Republic

Abolhasan Baktash *

Abstract

The subject of this paper, developed through a descriptive-analytical
method and library-based study, revolves around the challenges that arise
between national interests and ideological approaches in the domestic and
foreign policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran. These challenges have
led some to claim that the approach of the Islamic Republic system in
defending Islamic movements in the region is an ideological matter that is
entirely incompatible with the country’s national interests, and that for
this reason religious and ideological government is ineffective in today’s
world, especially given that, owing to its ideological approaches and
positions, and its linking of the fate of the Iranian people to that of
Hezbollah and Hamas, the Islamic Republic has also brought about a war
against the Iranian nation. However, an examination of the two
approaches—the idealistic approach and the realistic approach—in
political thought and behavior, together with attention to the intellectual
foundations of the Late Imam and the Martyred Imam (Imam Khomeini
and Imam Khamenei), guides us, through a method of “synergistic
engagement,” to a unifying framework. The Third Imposed War showed
that the Islamic Republic can, despite its ideological approaches, be
effective as an instance of religious government in securing national
interests, while its national power and authority increase and the
greatness of the Islamic Ummabh is likewise achieved.

Keywords: National interests, ideology, expediency, Islamic Ummabh.
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Analysis and Presentation of Strategies Concerning the Third
Imposed War

Alireza A'Arafi”

Abstract

This paper, drawn from the strategic remarks of the esteemed director
of the Islamic Seminary (Hawza), analyzes the circumstances
surrounding the Third Imposed War and presents overarching strategies
for confronting the enemy. Referring to what it describes as the failure of
the U.S.—Zionist coalition in both the military and diplomatic arenas, the
author emphasizes the necessity of sustaining jihad and resistance under
the guidance of the leadership. The article outlines a strategic framework
across six principal dimensions: “fostering hope and strengthening unity
through strategic truth clarification and public awareness,” “articulating a
dignified approach to diplomacy,” “contributing to economic
improvement and promoting the Resistance Economy,” “addressing
cultural issues and confronting soft warfare,” “emphasizing a
comprehensive and concerted effort by both the people and officials,” and
“promoting the culture of awaiting the Imam al-Mahdi (aj) and active
anticipation.” The findings indicate that the core strategy consists of
consolidating battlefield gains (particularly control over the Strait of
Hormuz), resisting economic and psychological pressures, and turning
threats into opportunities for national and Islamic awakening and
solidarity. The ultimate outcome is the triumph of truth through reliance
on divine tradition and preparedness for the fulfillment of the Qur’anic
promises.

Keywords: Third Imposed War, resistance strategy, concerted effort to
clarify the truth, resistance economy, Strait of Hormuz, the culture of
awaiting the Imam al-Mahdi (aj) and anticipation.
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