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Historical Analysis of Khums in the Economic System of the
Prophetic Government

Zekrollah Mohammadi®, Amir Ali Hasanloo™

Abstract

One of the issues that has persistently been subjected to doubt and
controversy after the Prophet Muhammad (s) is the institution of khums
(one-fifth of annual surplus income). Some critics have claimed that
neither the Prophet (s) nor the Imams (a) collected khums, alleging that it
was later fabricated by Shi‘i clerics for personal financial support. This
article responds to these claims by demonstrating that khums was indeed
collected by the Messenger of God (s) and was an established practice.
Islam introduced a comprehensive financial system aimed at promoting
justice, administering public affairs, and alleviating poverty. This system
includes regulations concerning anfal (property at the disposal of the
infallible Imam or his legitimate representative), fay’ (spoils acquired
without warfare), kharaj (agricultural land tax), jizyah (tax levied on non-
Muslims), zakat (obligatory alms), khums, sadaqah (voluntary charity),
and income taxation. This article addresses khums and sadagah, which
are among Islam’s financial pillars. This study focuses specifically on
khums and sadagah as central pillars of Islamic economic ethics. Like
prayer and hajj, khums is a divinely mandated religious obligation that
was implemented during the Prophet’s lifetime. Although its practice
faced disruption during the era of the caliphs, it was later reaffirmed
during the period of the Imams (a), who adhered to the Prophetic sunnah.
The Imams (a) and their appointed deputies continued to administer this
obligation, and during the era of occultation, its collection was entrusted
to general deputies, a practice that has been upheld by Islamic jurists and
has produced extensive social and civilizational benefits.

Keywords: Khums, Messenger of God (s), Ahl al-Bayt (a), War spoils,
Shia, Charity.
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Critique of Reports Contradicting the Merciful Conduct of the
Prophet Muhammad (s)

Hassan Mojtabazatdeh':Ee

Abstract

The Prophet of Islam represents a luminous moral exemplar and a
comprehensive model for seekers of truth and human perfection.
Nevertheless, throughout history, his character has been the target of
attacks by opponents, and many doubts have been raised in an attempt to
tarnish his image. One such contemporary claim, advanced by an
individual named “Zeus,” relies on weak and unreliable historical reports,
selective presentation of evidence, and logical fallacies to depict the
Prophet (s) as harsh, violent, and morally deficient—an image that
sharply diverges from historical reality. This article provides a well-
reasoned and critical response to this allegation by referencing rational
arguments and historical sources, refuting the claims, and analyzing the
reasoning behind this criticism.

Keywords: The Noble Prophet, Merciful conduct, Zeus, Violence,
Torture, Assassination.

*  Level 3 Researcher, Islamic CJeology Studies, h.mojtabazadeh@gmail.com.



Refutation of the View “Revelation as a Product of the Prophet’s
Unconscious”

Mohammad Reza Haghighat Semnani "

Abstract

The claim that revelation is a product of the Prophet’s unconscious
represents a modern interpretive approach to the nature of revelation.
Drawing on psychoanalytic assumptions, this view characterizes revelation
as an intrapsychic phenomenon originating from unconscious layers of the
Prophet’s psyche and consequently denies its divine source. The present
study aims to critically assess this theory using rational criteria and internal
Islamic doctrinal teachings, and to demonstrate its inadequacy in
explaining the reality of revelation. Employing a descriptive—analytical
methodology, the research evaluates this claim in two main dimensions.
First, the extra-religious critique shows that the theory lacks a reliable
rational and scientific foundation and rests upon unverified
presuppositions, such as the reducibility of all realities to material
explanations. The essential distinction between revelation and unconscious
psychological phenomena, the prophets’ conscious awareness, the
continuity and cessation of revelation, its accompaniment by challenge and
miracle, and the problematic implications of this view—such as denial of
the unseen, destabilization of divine wisdom, and attribution of error or
deception to prophets—collectively undermine its credibility. Second, the
intra-religious critique demonstrates that this theory directly contradicts
explicit Quranic affirmations of the divine origin of revelation, the
Prophet’s non-productive role in its generation, the Quran’s inimitability,
the clear distinction between Quranic discourse and Prophetic speech, and
verses describing the gradual descent and divine instruction of revelation.

Keywords: Revelation, Prophet’s unconscious, Divine nature of
revelation, Doubts about revelation.

s PhD in Comparative Quranic Exegesis, Assistant Professor, Department of Quranic Exegesis,
Quran and  Hadith  Complex,  Al-Mustafa International ~ University, — Qom,
haghighatsemnani@gmail.com.
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The Infallibility of the Prophet (s) in Receiving and Conveying Quranic
Revelation
Sayyid Javad Hosseini’

Abstract

Numerous theological challenges have been raised concerning the
infallibility (‘ismah) of the Prophet Muhammad (s) in receiving and
transmitting revelation. These include questions about absolute
infallibility across all stages of revelation, the compatibility of human
nature with infallibility, the Prophet’s interpretive role, and the possibility
of unintentional distortion in transmission. This study argues that the
Prophet’s absolute infallibility guarantees freedom from error or
alteration in the reception, preservation, conveyance, and interpretation of
revelation. Utilizing a library-based research method and analyzing both
rational arguments and scriptural evidence, the study demonstrates the
existence of extensive proofs affirming the Prophet’s comprehensive
infallibility throughout all stages of the revelatory process.

Keywords: Absolute infallibility,Revelation, Reception, Preservation,
Conveyance, Interpretation.

* PhD in Islamic Theology, Hosseiny.masoume@yahoo.com.



The Nature of Prophetic Government and the Necessity of Obedience
to It

Abolhasan Baktash”, Seyed Rouhollah Lati o

Abstract
Some contemporary interpretations maintain that the Prophet

Muhammad’s government possessed a purely secular and worldly
character, distinct from his religious and spiritual authority, and that
obedience to governmental commands therefore lacks religious
obligation. This article challenges that claim by drawing on historical
evidence, religious texts, and theological arguments demonstrating that
the Prophet established a fundamentally religious form of governance.
Absolute obedience to his governmental directives was regarded as a
religious duty, the violation of which entailed eschatological
consequences. The necessity of absolute obedience is grounded in the
Prophet’s absolute infallibility, which precludes the possibility of error or
injustice. The artificial separation between the Prophet’s religious
mission and political leadership is shown to result from neglect of
scriptural sources, inadequate understanding of governance from a

religious perspective, and the influence of Western secular thought.

Keywords: The Noble Prophet, Religious government, Prophetic
infallibility, Absolute obedience.

* PhD in Islamic Revolution Studies, Maaref Islamic University, Qom; abolhasan.baktash.a@gmail.com.
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The A Priori or A Posteriori Nature of Belief in the Divine Origin of
the Quran

Mahmoud Amirian”™

Abstract

This article examines contemporary theological debates concerning
whether belief in the divine origin of the Quran is “a priori” or “a
posteriori.” In response to views that portray belief in the revelatory
nature of the Quran as the product of later theological controversies, this
research, employing qualitative content analysis and drawing on
intertextual Quranic data, argues that such belief is fundamentally pre-
theological. The central point of the doubt is that the primary audience
merely experiences the verbal activity of the Prophet (s) and that
attribution to God is a later interpretation. Drawing on epistemological
and linguistic perspectives, the findings demonstrate that the mediation of
experience through language is a universal limitation and does not
obstruct comprehension of textual meaning or its indication of a
transcendent origin. Moreover, the Quran’s self-referential discourse
contains numerous verses that explicitly affirm its divine provenance. An
examination of the Prophet’s strictly receptive role, analysis of the clear
stylistic distinctions between the Quran and Prophetic speech, and a
review of historical evidence collectively show that the Quranic text
presents itself as a superhuman phenomenon—both in the perception of
its contemporaneous audience and through its internal semantic and
rhetorical fgatures. Consequently, this study concludes that belief in the
Quran’s divine origin arises from direct engagement with the text itself
and from an inherent understanding of its clear implications.

Keywords: Revelatory nature of the Quran, A priori nature of belief in
the divine origin of the Quran, Self-referential nature of the Quran, The
Holy Quran, Religious epistemology, Quranic linguistics, Mujtahed
Shabestari.

*, Assistant Professor, Malayer University, m.amirian@malayeru.ac.ir.
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