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The Mission of Iran’s Quasi-Salafi Movement, from Combating
Superstition to Weakening Religious Beliefs

Mohammad Malekzadeh™

Abstract

This research, with the aim of explaining the true identity of the Iranian
Salafi movement, examines the emergence and expansion of this
movement in contemporary Iran. Operating under the banner of
combating superstitions, this movement has systematically critiqued Shia
teachings and contested numerous core tenets of Shiism, including the
Imamate, mourning rituals, grave visitation, intercession, and spiritual
mediation. Prominent figures such as Sheikh Hadi Najmabadi, Asadollah
Khorqgani, Shariat Sanglaji, Ahmad Kasravi, Yusef Sho'ar, and others
have been instrumental in disseminating ideologies analogous to Salafism
and Wahhabism within Iran. The research findings indicate that this
movement constitutes a continuation and reconstitution of Wahhabi
ideology, articulated through indigenized Iranian terminology and
narratives. While ostensibly functioning under the rubric of religious
reform, advocating a return to the Quran and the righteous predecessors,
and championing the eradication of superstitions, the primary strategic
objective of this movement has been the erosion of religious identity
within Iranian society. Consequently, it has established a foundation for
undermining Shia doctrines and facilitating the infiltration of Wahhabi
thought.

Keywords: Iran, Iranian Salafi movement, Anti-Shiism, Rationalism and
fighting superstitions.

*, Assistant Professor, Research Institute of Culture and Islamic Thought,
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An Examination of the Reasons for the Rejection of Judaism and
Christianity

Hamid Karimi (Corresponding Author) ®
Mahmoud Amjrian-kee;:-

Abstract

Throughout the history of humanity, the Almighty God has sent tens of
thousands of prophets, the greatest of whom were endowed with
independent religious laws: Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and
Muhammad (s). While few teachings remain from the religions of Noah
and Abraham, they can no longer serve as valid and followable paths for
people today. In contrast, the three subsequent prophets left behind
independent scriptures and religions that require careful examination to
determine which one is obligatory to follow in the present day. In this
paper, through a descriptive-analytical approach, rational argumentation,
and library research, we briefly introduce Judaism and Christianity, and
demonstrate that, from both textual and rational perspectives, they are no
longer considered valid options for contemporary guidance. Firstly, the
heavenly versions of the Torah and Gospel have been altered and are
therefore no longer reliable. Secondly, they are subject to numerous
rational and scientific inconsistencies. Thirdly, despite some ambiguity,
they bear indications of the coming of the Prophet of Islam. Lastly, with
the advent of the Quran and the Prophet Muhammad (s), and the proof of
his truthfulness through the miracle of the Quran, it becomes evident that
the time for following Judaism and Christianity has passed. Therefore, it is
essential to turn towards Islam, the Quran, and the Prophet Muhammad (s).

Keywords: Judaism, Christianity, Torah, Gospel, Bible, Quran and
Islam.

s Associate Professor, Iran University of Science and Technology, karymi@iust.ac.ir.
. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Malayer University, Malayer, Iran, m.amirian@malayeru.ac.ir.



The Confrontational Actions of the Hypocritical Movement during the
Time of the Prophet (s)

Mohammad Shahbazi *

Mohammad reza Eskandari”

Abstract

Understanding the actions of the disruptive movement of the
hypocrites within the Muslim community is essential. The hypocrites
were a group that outwardly presented themselves as Muslim, but when
required to make sacrifices for the faith, they fell short and, instead,
imposed harm upon Islam. The main question of this research is: What
were the hostile actions and disruptive activities of the hypocrites during
the time of the Prophet (s)? The aim is to become acquainted with the
nature of the hypocrites’ actions within the Muslim community—actions
that, by understanding them, can help protect the Islamic government
from their harms. The findings of this study confirm that the hypocrites
were associated with dangerous activities for the Muslim community,
sometimes even contemplating the removal of the Prophet (s), and at
other times avoiding participation in battles, sowing discord among
Muslims, spreading rumors, and instilling a sense of despair within the
society. This movement, in its pursuit of goals, was willing to engage in
any kind of conspiracy, even building false mosques. This research was
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, supported by library-
based studies and an examination of historical reports.

Keywords: The Prophet, Hypocrites, Creating discord, Hypocrites’
conspiracy.

* Assistant Professor, Iran University of Science and Technology (Corresponding Author),
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Examining the Role of Social Capital in Strengthening Political Trust
and the Legitimacy of the Islamic Republic System

Abolhasan Baktash™

Abstract
The Islamic Republic system, owing to the popular nature of

government and the guardianship relationship between the leader and the
nation, which arises from religious foundations, possesses substantial
capacity for political trust and an appropriate level of legitimacy. In this
article, we seek to demonstrate that despite all the problems,
shortcomings, weak performances, unmet expectations and demands, and
the existence of some incorrect procedures, the government arising from
the Islamic Revolution still has popular support and enjoys political trust
and political legitimacy. The resilience of the Islamic Republic system
against this volume of hostilities, conspiracies, pressures, sabotage,
destruction, and navigating through numerous seditions and crises
demonstrates the political trust and legitimacy of the Islamic Republic
system. This legitimacy transcends governmental performance and
derives from adherence to revolutionary and Islamic principles and

values.

Keywords: Political trust, Political legitimacy, Social capital,
Acceptability and political participation.

* PhD in Teaching Islamic Studies, specialization in Islamic Revolution, Yasahebeman@yahoo.com.



The Concept and Characteristics of Desirable Asceticism in Islam

Hossein Amiri" f\\ﬁi

Abstract

Among the key concepts in moral education, spiritual growth, and
mystical conduct is asceticism (riyazah). In the Islamic perspective,
asceticism can be classified as either desirable or undesirable. To
distinguish between desirable asceticism and its undesirable forms, and to
prevent misuse by some who claim to follow spiritual wayfering, it is
essential to understand the concept and characteristics of desirable
asceticism in Islam.

The objective of this study is to explore the concept and
characteristics of desirable asceticism within Islamic scholarship. A
review of relevant research indicates that asceticism in Islamic sources
refers to the training of the soul, guiding it onto the divine path, and
fostering closeness to God. Asceticism can be categorized into various
forms, including: a) voluntary and involuntary, b) general and specific,
and c) physical and spiritual. Through this research, 11 characteristics of
desirable asceticism were identified, which were classified into three
primary axes: a) characteristics related to the motivation for asceticism
(e.g., having a divine motivation), b) characteristics related to the
manifestation of asceticism (such as being gradual and moderate), and c)
characteristics related to the consequences of asceticism (such as not ‘%:%
harming the body and refraining from using results acquired through ow
asceticism for forbidden purposes).

Pasokh Specialized Academic Quarterly

Keywords: Asceticism, Characteristics of asceticism, Islamic asceticism,
Spiritual conduct.

* PhD Student of Islamic Ethics Education, Al-Mustafa International University,
amirihossein6121@gmail.com.



Vol. 10, No. 39, Autumn 2025

QXL
VOO

The Mission of Seminary Students in Strengthening the Spirit of
Resistance in Society

Ali Zouelm™

Abstract

Islam is a dynamic and transformative religion, dedicated to striving
in the path of God, with its essence grounded in resistance, opposing
oppression, and standing against global arrogance. This article, drawing
upon the teachings of the Quran, tradition, and the thoughts of religious
leaders, demonstrates that the central focus of Islam’s opposition is not
merely doctrinal disbelief, but rather the system of domination and
arrogance. In this context, “resistance” is not solely a political matter but
also a doctrinal and monotheistic concept rooted in faith, patience, and
religious knowledge. The author, by exploring the relationship between
the costs of resistance and compromise, argues that resistance fosters the
development of valuable resources, whereas compromise leads to the
depletion of resources. The mission of seminaries, in this regard, is to
strengthen the intellectual and spiritual foundations of resistance, raise
awareness about the dangers of compromise, and foster a faithful and
insightful society. The article also highlights the 12-day defense epic and
the “sacred unity” of the Islamic world, presenting them as symbols of
the Islamic nation’s awakening and the triumph of Islamic civilization’s
soft power over the system of domination. Ultimately, from the Islamic
perspective, resistance is not a temporary tactic but a divine strategy for
establishing religion, safeguarding the dignity of the nation, and
preparing the way for the appearance of the Promised Savior.

Keywords: Islam, Resistance, Arrogance, Compromise, Seminaries,
Explanatory jihad.
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