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The Islamic Revolution as a Foundation for the Reappearance of
Imam Mahdi (a): Capacities and Obstacles

Ali Mojt:clbazaldeh':Ee

Abstract

Belief in the advent of a savior and the ultimate realization of justice is a
common tenet shared by the divine religions and a central point of hope
for the future of humanity. The actualization of such a transformative
event necessitates preparation and readiness. The Islamic Revolution
emerged as a precursor to this awaited transformation, paving the way
through the revival of spirituality and the promotion of human and
Islamic values. Nevertheless, the existence of structural and practical
challenges has led some to question the Revolution’s role in facilitating
the conditions for the Reappearance.

In this writing, using an analytical method, we have addressed this belief
and by pointing to the capacities of the Islamic Revolution in preparing
for this event: in creating global transformation, changing the course of
history, reviving pure Islam, spreading inclination toward religion and
spirituality, challenging modern culture and civilization, actualizing the
sovereignty of pure Islam, raising awareness, awakening people, and
institutionalizing value concepts, we have shown that the role of the
Islamic Revolution in preparing for the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (a)
cannot be denied, and this influence has taken place. At the same time, as
efficiency and success in various economic, political, moral, and cultural
fields increase and problems and weaknesses decrease, this preparation
will be accelerated.

Keywords: Reappearance, Islamic Revolution, Preparation, Problems,
Challenges.
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An Examination of Why Imam Ali’s Name Is Not Mentioned in the Quran

Hamid Karimi (Corresponding Author) #*
Nima Kharazmi-:;eeiz-
Mostafa Morshedsoluk™

Abstract

One of the longstanding questions in Islamic history is why the names
of the Imams, particularly Imam Ali (a), are not explicitly mentioned in
the Quran, in a way that would prevent the greatest disagreement among
the Prophet’s community. This is while some non-essential issues,
secondary matters, and recommended acts are mentioned in the book.
The issue of Imamate and Caliphate is the most important controversial
discussion in the Islamic community that determines the intellectual path
and life of every Muslim.

This writing has addressed this topic using a descriptive-analytical
method and library study. The analysis reveals that the names of the
Imams are not explicitly mentioned in the Quran, but the issue of the
Imamate, its importance, and the exclusive characteristics of Imam Ali
(a) are mentioned in the book. Several plausible explanations are offered
for the absence of explicit names: (a) the Quran often presents general
principles, delegating specific elaborations to the Prophet (s). Some
issues are not raised in the Quran and are explained only in the Sunnah;
(b) explicit mention does not necessarily eliminate disagreement in
multiple cases; (c) the absence serves as a test for the ummah’s obedience
to the Prophet (s); (d) explicitly naming individuals could have led to
textual tampering.

Keywords: Ahl al-Bayt (a) and the Quran, Ali (a) in the Quran, Imamate
in the Quran, Imams in the Quran, Imam Ali’s name in the Quran.

s Associate Professor, Iran University of Science and Technology, karymi@iust.ac.ir.
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** PhD in  Theoretical  Foundations of the  Quran,
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Proving the Superiority of Islamic Law Foundations over Modern Law

Mohammad Reza Qasernj':Ee

Abstract

The skeptic believes that in addressing contemporary issues, the
objective realities of society must be considered, and the revelatory
nature of Islamic foundations is not sufficient. They claim that as human
reason evolves, Islam must adopt a new form to avoid falling behind.
According to this view, the only way to update Islamic thought is by
complementing it with Western intellectual frameworks.

This article, using a descriptive-analytical method and library sources,
responds to this claim based on two key approaches: First, the
foundations of Islamic law are fundamentally different from those of
modern law; second, the result of these two thoughts becomes clear in
facing new issues.

Islamic legal principles are rooted in the divine legislative will, often
referred to as revealed teachings, whereas modern legal systems are based
on the will of society, with legislation emerging from social conventions
and changing norms.

Given this fundamental difference, first, the authenticity and adequacy
of Islamic law’s responsiveness to new issues is not hidden from any
knowledgeable observer, as legislation grounded in a will that perfectly
upholds human interests holds greater validity.

Second, at the practical level, Islamic law provides a forward-looking
model for achieving justice and societal progress because, unlike modern
law, Islamic law puts forth definitive and unchanging rules, unaffected by
the fluctuating tastes and customs of society.

Keywords: Islamic law, Modern law, Foundation, Contemporary
issues.
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Examining the Incompatibility of ISIS’s Beliefs and Actions with
Quranic Teachings

Hamidullah Rafiei Zabuli®

Abstract
History testifies that multiple movements claiming to be authentic

Islam have caused doctrinal and social crises in Islamic society. One of
these movements is ISIS, which has attracted global attention as
representing real Islam. This study, through critical analysis and the
library method, examines the relationship between Islam and ISIS and
emphasizes that ISIS represents a Salafi-Takfiri ideology entirely
inconsistent with Quranic teachings.

Numerous scholars contend that terrorism, especially in the form of
so-called Islamic terrorism, is a misnomer and should instead be viewed
as a non-religious phenomenon. ISIS and similar groups have been
formed due to an incorrect understanding of Islam or as political tools by
foreign powers for specific purposes. This text emphasizes the
importance of peace, humanity, and justice in Islam and states that
Quranic teachings emphasize preserving human life and dignity.

It also analyzes Quranic verses about jihad and emphasizes that none
of these verses give permission for killing the innocent or for inhumane
behaviors. Finally, it concludes that the behaviors of terrorist groups not

only do not represent Islam but are distant from its principles.

Keywords: ISIS, Islam, Quranic teachings, Terrorism, Jihad.

* . Level 4 Specialist in Islamic I eology, Imam Sadiq Institute, zabuli55@yahoo.com.



An Explanation of the Formation of the Clerical Institution Since the
Early Islamic Era and Its Interaction with Governments

Amir Ali Hasanloo™

Abstract

One of the important religious institutions is the clerical establishment
(ruhaniyyat). Some have claimed that the institution of the clergy is an
institution in Iran that the Safavids created to justify and support their
power and government, and to legitimize their rule against the Sunni
Ottoman government. According to this view, the Safavid state
established Shi’a religious authority primarily to justify and consolidate
its rule.

This article has addressed this doubt through a descriptive-analytical
method and library research by documented examining of historical and
narrative sources and Quranic verses. The clergy and jurisprudence were
completely formed based on the structure of religion and derived from the
Quran and the tradition of the Prophet (s) and the views of jurists, and
developed based on duty-centered obligations and its foundational role in
religious propagation.

Based on the article’s findings, not only was the clergy not dependent
on powers and governments, but the clergy stood against powers and
governments that had taken action in conflict with religion, fought against
them, and did not hesitate to sacrifice their lives in this path.

Keywords: Religious authority, Clerical institution, Religious scholars,
Governments, Safavids, Courtly, Theoretical support.

*. Seminary instructor and PhD from Tarbiat Modares University and Islamic Denominations,
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Proving Purgatorial Life Based on Quranic Evidence

Mohammad Kazem Esmaili”

Abstract
This study addresses contemporary critiques by Iranian Salafist

thinkers, such as Borqe’i, against key Islamic theological concepts
including tawassul (intercession), istighathah (seeking aid), and ziyarah
(grave visitation), which primarily stem from the denial of barzakh
(purgatorial life). These objections, rearticulated with modern rhetoric
and frameworks, risk misleading younger generations, especially when
advanced under the guise of “Quranic teachings” by groups known as
“Quranists.”

This writing, using a descriptive-analytical method and aimed at
strengthening the beliefs of the community of believers, proves
purgatorial life—which is the main issue of the article—by citing Quranic
verses, including the purgatorial punishment of Pharaoh’s clan, the bliss
of martyrs in purgatory, the longing of the deceased to return to the
world, the conversation of the believer of Al Yasin, pharaoh and his
people’s entering punishment upon drowning, and greetings offered to
prophets in the Quran. On the other hand, the article critically examines
two of Borge’i’s Quranic arguments, namely, the verse suggesting the
dead do not hear and the story of ‘Uzayr.

Keywords: Purgatorial life, Intercession, Critique of Wahhabism, Iranian
Salafism, Borge’i.
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